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These two volumes I have been asked to review 
mark the start of a multi-volume series composed of 
separate sections of Life Sciences. Each section will 
comprise a number of volumes covering individual 
topics. These first two published volumes are in the 
Biochemistry Section and deal with proteins and 
enzymes. 
It would take the entire allotted space to this 
review to list the authors, topics and chapters and I 
will therefore confine myself to an overall assessment. 
As an experimental biochemist, I have always 
found reading about techniques and methods useful if 
they were concerned with my specific interests, and 
utterly boring if they were of no immediate relevance 
to my work. I was therefore astonished and relieved 
to find out that I actually enjoyed reading 20 chap- 
ters, written by somewhat more authors on topics 
ranging from protein purification, molecular weights, 
kinetics, various forms of spectroscopy to sequencing, 
electron microscopy and immunochemistry. The 
choice of the topics is good, the material is not only 
useful but is in general presented in a critical and live- 
ly style. Only the occasional chapter reads like a 
biochemical cookery book, but as long as the food is 
good, nobody minds the tedious paths others have to 
tread in preparing it. In brief, I believe that these two 
volumes are excellent and if the series continues to 
maintain the same standard, it will become a classic 
for biochemical libraries, research groups and indi- 
viduals. 
I could stop here but I feel I should comment on 
the novel format of this publication. Each volume 
consists of individually bound booklets placed in 
what the publishers describe as a ‘wallet’. The individ- 
ual booklets sometimes contain one chapter and 
occasionally up to three of them. So you can take it 
(them) out (in the specially provided plastic cover) to 
your laboratory bench. This will please the experi- 
mentalist, dismay the librarian who has to protect his 
goods and might displease the makers of photocopying 
machines. It is a new and imaginative idea in pub- 
lishing. 
Although you may need a computer to understand 
the way the volumes are organised and numbered and 
to employ an accountant to advise you on how much 
volumes, sections or the whole venture will cost you, 
I suggest hat you cannot afford to miss out on these. 
But before you quote these articles in your reference 
lists, please persuade some International Commission 
to advise you on the appropriate format. As an exam- 
ple I suggest you read Phelps, C. (1978) The purity of 
proteins, in: Techniques in the Life Sciences (ed. 
Advisory, Kornberg, H. L., Biochemistry Section, in: 
Techniques in Protein and Enzyme Biochemistry, eds. 
Kornberg, H. L., Metcalfe, J. C., Northcote, D. H., 
Pogson, C. I. and Tipton, K.K., vol. l/I, B 103, pp. 
l-l 7, Elsevier/North-Holland Scientific Publishers, 
Limerick, Ireland). 
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